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MEMORANDUM OF NOVEMBER 3, 72 
OUTLINING THE POINTS RAISED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM ON THE DRAFT AGREEMENT 

DATED OCTOBER 17, 72 


The disclosure by Hanoi oh Octobe^26y> 72 of the 9 points 
summarizing the draft Agreemeht-hae-shoroi that there are 
differences between the position of the Government of the 
United States and North Viet-Nam on one hand, and between 
the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam and the Government 
of the United States on the other. 

Furthermore, the ambiguous statements by Dr. Kissinger 
in his press briefing of October 26, 72 have given the false 
impression that there are only details in the draft Agreement 
:to be worked out between our two governments. 


< * 



The Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam, however, 
still considers that the problems of the total withdrawal of 
the North Vietnamese Army from SVN into NVN and the four 
Indochinese countries should be stated clearly. Likewise, the 
basic principle of the 1954 Geneva Agreements that there are 
two zones North and South Viet-Nam which cannot invade each 
other and interfere in each other internal political affairs, and 
that there is a Demilitarized Zone, should be respected. 
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The political problems of SVN are the sole problems 
of the forces and groups in SVN who will resolve with each 
other and in which North Viet Nam has no right to interfere. 

The foregoing points are basic fundamental prerequisites, 
an not details, which have to be resolved in order to achieve 
a genuine peace solution and a serious cease fire. 


»< K 


hi the spirit of full cooperation with the Government of 
the Onited States in negotiating an honorable peace settlement, 
and while harboring no illusions that the United States Govern- 
ment's policy with respect to the desirability of achieving an 
early peace will change after the election, the Government of 
the Republic of Viet Nam however feels that it should state 
clearly and in detail the areas of differences between our two 
governments in the draft Agreement. This will prevent possible 
misunderstandings between our two governments on where we 
stand in the current negotiations with the Communists, and 

possible deterioration of the essential unity which has marked 
our relationship over the years* 

Consequently, as Dr. Kissinger is about to meet with 
North Viet Nam's representatives, the Government of the 

Republic of Viet Nam takes the opportunity to expound its views 
on the draft Agreement. 
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A. - On the fundamental character of a peace settlement for 
Viet Nam, the Government of the Republic of Viet Nam reiterates 
its views that any workable peace agreement should encompass 
the following three basic principles, which incidentally do not 
figure in the draft Agreement op Ending the War and Restoring 
Peace in Viet Nam currently under negotiations : 

a) the basic principle of the 1954 Geneva Agreements, 
according to which : 

- there are two different zones. North and South 
Viet Nam which cannot invade each other and 
interfere in each other's internal political affairs ; 

- the Demilitarized Zone between North and South 
Viet Nam should be respected by both zones ; 

should be stated clearly and unequivocally. Likewise, 
the problem of the four Indochinese countries should 

be clearly and unequivocally stated. 

\ 

) 

b) the North Vietnamese troops and material, as a 
foreign force in SVN, should be totally withdrawn 
from South Viet Nam into North Viet Nam within 
the same delay as assigned to the US and foreign 
forces. All the North Vietnamese military installations 
and secret bases in SVN must be dismantled within 
that same delay. j 
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Any contention that the North Vietnamese troops 
strength in SVN is now at its lowest point of 
around 140, OOO men is imaginary and misleading 
because the actual strength of the North Vietnamese 
troops in SVN is not less than 300, OOO men. 
Consequently, we cannot solve the presence of 
the North Vietnamese troops in South Viet Nam 
by pulling a few North Vietnamese divisions from 
Military Region I in SVN because, since 3 years 
the North Vietnamese have broken up their troops 
into small units throughout the other Military Regions. 
Even in the Delta, the majority of Communist troops 
are North Vietnamese. 

Therefore, the provision for the North Vietnamese 
to withdraw all their troops and material in SVN 
as well as dismantle all their military installations 
and secret bases in SVN within the same delay as 
assigned to the other foreign forces in SVN, should 
be clearly spelled out in any peace agreement, and 
not subject to secret understandings or secret accords. 

c) the political solution for South Viet Nam should be 
left to the South Vietnamese to decide between 
themselves in true application of the sacred and 
inalienable principle of the right to self-determination, 
and not prejudged through any prefabricated and 
arbitrary formula to be imposed on the South Viet- 
namese people. 

• • • 
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B. - Points raised by the Government of the Republic of 
Viet Nam in the draft Agreement : 

As discussed with Dr. Kissinger in a working session 
on October 21, 72, the Government of the Republic of Viet Nam 
had raised a number of points. For the record, we will list 
those points and amendments as follows (reference text of 
draft Agreement dated October 17, 72) : 

1* - On the options for four-party signing or two party 
signing, we think it should be phrased as " The 
parties participating in the Paris Conference on 
Viet Nam" 

* 

To make the change consistent, we propose to 
> change Article 11 (a), page 12, the first four lines, 

and Article 15, page 19, the first four lines. 

' c 

\ 

2. - On Chapter I, page 2, Article 1 we believe that 
this whole chapter should be incorporated in 
Chapter IV, page 7 which will then read as follows : 
"Chapter in - The Vietnamese People's Fundamental 
Rights and the Right To Self-Determination of the 
South Vietnamese People . 

Article 8. - The United States respects the independence 
. sovereignty , unity , and territorial integrity of Viet Nam 
* as recognized by the 1954 Geneva Agreements on 

Viet Nam". 
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South V ge. Shall be Observed throug hout 

oouth Viet Nam as of u , “ 

T hours (Sai ffon time) 

SSH-Janol^e^ _ . 1972, 1.0., 
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of the article remains unchan^ 


i 972 . "The rest 


4. 


- ^ Chapter 11. Article 3, section (a,, we propose 
to delete the words "those of the other foreign 

~r r Wlth 1116 Unl * ed States -tth dte 

Rept^Uc of Viet N a m » and replace them by "all other 

non Sout h Vietnamese f »» — . . . 

Sices . This is in application 

of the second, basic principle In point A of this 
Memorandum. Consequently, and to mate the change 
consistent, we propose to change the following articles: 

to Article 5, page 4 the following paragraph 

irr egular forces will he w i thdrawn from g„„,h 

^ Warn into North vw N am within the 
period of tim^ w 
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c) In Article 11, page 12, third paragraph, delete 
"and those of the other foreign countries allied 
to the United States and the Republic of Viet-Nam" 
and replace by " and all other non South Vietnamese 
forces? In the fifth paragraph, delete "and those of 
the other foreign countries allied with the United States 
and to the Republic of Viet-Nam" and replace by 
"as well as all other non South Vietnamese troops". 

In the second sentence of page 13, add " and the 
dismantlement of North Vietnamese military installations 
and secret bases in South Viet-Nam ". The same changes 
will apply for Article 13, page 15, second, fourth and 
fifth paragraphs. 

d) In Article 12, page 14, in the fourth paragraph, 
first sentence, after "troops into" add " North 
Viet-Nam and . . . In the fifth paragraph, first 
sentence, after "the question of" add " South ". The 
same changes apply for Article 13 (c) page 16, fifth 
paragraph (first sentence) and seventh paragraph 
(second sentence). 

In Article 7, page 5, first paragraph, in the second 
sentence delete the words ". . . formation of the 
government" and replace by " completion of the political 
process ". In the third sentence, delete "...the two 
South Vietnamese parties" and replace by "South 





Viet Nam and North Viet Nam ". In the last sentence 
of this paragraph, delete "South Viet Nam" and 
T replace by "their respective territories" . 

In the second paragraph, first sentence, delete "The 

two South Vietnamese parties shall. ... " and replace 

by "They shall. . . " 

• . 

6. - On Chapter HI, page 6, Article 8, paragraph (c), 

starting from the third sentence, we propose to 
delete "on the basis of the principles of Article 

21 (b) of the Agreement on the cessation of hostilities 

( 

in Viet Nam of July 20, 1954. They will do so." In 
the eigth sentence we propose to delete " within two 
months" . 

7. - On Chapter IV, page 7, Article 9 paragraph (b) 

last sentence, we propose to delete "general". To be 
consistent, we propose to delete "general" in the 
last sentence of paragraph (i) of Article 9, page lO. 

8. - On Article 9, paragraph (c), first sentence, we 

propose to change "The two South Vietnamese. . . " 
and replace by "All the Vietnamese. . . " 

9. - On Article 9, paragraph (d), last sentence we propose 

to delete "Saigon" and replace by "South Viet Nam". 
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- On Article 9, paragraph (f) page 8, we propose to 
change the whole paragraph to read as follows : 
" Immediately after the cease fire, the two South 
Vietnamese parties shall hold consultations in a 
spirit of national reconciliation and concord, mutual 
respect, and mutual non elimination to set up a 
Council of National Reconciliation and Concord. The 
composition, the principle of operation, and the 
tasks of the Council of National Reconciliation and 
Concord will be decided by common agreement 
between the two parties. The two South Vietnamese 
parties shall sign an agreement on the internal t 
matters of South Viet Nam as soon as possible 
after the cease fire comes into effect, in keeping 
with the South Vietnamese people's aspirations for 
peace, independence, and democracy ". 

On Article 9, paragraph (g), page 9, we propose 
to delete the whole paragraph. 

On Article 9, paragraph (h), page 9, first sentence, 
we propose to add "South" before "Vietnamese 
armed forces". Changes in (9) and (lO) and (11) are 
in true application of the third basic principle in 
point A of this Memorandum. 
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On Article lO, page 31, first paragraph, third 
sentence, we propose to add "permanent” before 
"political or territorial boundary" 

On Article lO, page 11, last paragraph, first sentence, 
before "not join. . . we propose to add "respect 
the DMZ and the territory under the control of J 
the other party in accordance with Article 24 of 
the 1954 Geneva Agreements. They shall. . . " 

Changes (12) and (13) are in true application of the 
first basic principle in point A of this Memorandum. 

On Article 12, page 13, we propose to change the 
first three lines as follows : " The two South 
Vietnamese parties shall immediately designate. . . " 

On Article 14, page 18, we propose to change the 
second paragraph as follows : " The following parties 
shall be invited to participate in this international 
conference ; the Union of Soviet Socialist Kepublics, 
the People's Republic of China, France, the United 
Kingdom, the four countries of the International 
Commission of Control and Supervision, and the 
Secretary General of the United Nations, together 
with the parties to the Paris Conference on Viet Nam". 
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On Article 15, page 19, second paragraph, last 
sentence, after "sovereignty and security" we 
propose to add "of one another. . . " 

On Article 15 (d), page 20, we propose to delete 
"three" and replace it by "four Indochinese states " 

On Chapter VUE, page 21, we propose to make it 

♦ 

a separate declaration between the United States 
and North Viet Nam, because we consider it is 
relevant in this Agreement. 

On Chapter IX, Article 18, page 22, second 
paragraph, we propose to delete the sentence 
"subsequently a French text will be prepared 
for reference". 

The foregoing are points raised and amendments 
proposed by the Government of the Republic of 
Viet Nam in the working session of October 21, 72 
with Dr. Kissinger; 
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C. On the particular point of the internal political solution 
for SVN, the Government of the Republic of Viet Nam still 
maintains the basic principle of the political solution contained 
in our^ point proposal of January 27, 72. However, to show 
its goodwill for Peace, the Government of the Republic of 
^Viet Nam takes a further step with a view to ending hatred 
and enmity, achieving national reconciliation, broadening 
the base of government, and inviting Ml the political forces 
in SVN to participate in the political life of the nation. 

In that spirit, the Government of the Republic of Viet Nam 
makes the following proposal : 

- There will be a new Presidential election within 
5 months of an agreement. This election will be organized 
by a Co mm ittee on National Reconciliation whose composition 
will be determined after an internationally supervised referendum. 
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The referendum will determine the percentage of representation 
of all the political forces in South Viet Nam, including the NLP. 
Before the Presidential election, the incumbent President and 
Vice President of South Viet Nam will resign. The Chairman of 
the Senate will assume the responsibilities of a caretaker head 
of Government, except for those responsibilities pertaining to 
the Presidential election which will remain with the Committee, 
for National Reconciliation. 

When he assumes office, the new President will form 
a new Government in which all political forces will be repre- 
sented in proportion to the number of popular votes they received 
in the Presidential election. 

Following the Presidential election, the Constitution 
will be reviewed after consultations, with the Committee of 
National Reconciliation for its consistency with the conditions 
of peace with a view toward restoring a spirit of national 
reconciliation throughout the country. 

The Government of the Republic of Viet Nam takes this 
opportunity to ask the Government of the United States to 
present our political proposal to the Communist side. 

In view of the points raised by the Government of the 
Republic of Viet Nam in the draft Agreement and in view of 
our most forthcoming proposal for a political solution in South 
Viet Nam, the Government of the Republic of Viet Nam takes 
the view that the draft Agreement currently under negotiations 
could be made more forthcoming, concrete, and just. 
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The Government of the Republic of Viet Nam greatly 
welcomes the opportunity to work with whomever the Govern- 
ment of the United States designates to accomplish this goal. 

• 

D. - The Government of the Republic of Viet Nam wishes to 
call upon the attention of the Government of the United States 
that the Vietnamese texts of any document in the current 
negotiations (since the Government of the Republic of Viet Nam, 
in case of agreement, will have to sign in those Vietnamese 
texts) should be given on time to the Government of the 
Republic of Viet Nam to review and propose changes, if any, 
in order to avoid any ill-intentioned use of words by the 
Communists or bad interpretation of the Communists* use 
of words . 

• f 

If the Government of the Republic of Viet Nam does 
not receive the Vietnamese texts on time, than it will feel 
obliged to propose changes at the last minute,* and consequently, 
it will be totally justified in case of any criticism that it is 
stalling for time or destroying Peace. 


November 3, 72 




